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- They (for the moft Part) are capable of Nothing but inexplicable Dumb Shews, 
1 and Noife——For there be of them that will themfelves Laucu, to fet on 
Y some quantity of barren Spefators to laugh too, tho’ in the mean Time, 
ih fome neccflary Queftion of the Play, be THEN to be confider’d. 
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eo gag N my Paper N° 136, I gave, ‘ Injuries of Time, down from the Claffic Age to 
LRACA in a picturefque Way, a © this Day. 
iB, Game) Defcription of the Features, 
- RAN Geflures, and Attitudes, ot ‘ Besrpes the Probability, that there is no 
parent the turbulent Axti-Connoi/- © fuch Dramatick Genius now living in England; 
. © ee ¢ Mt fies) ve S) Seurs, taken from their own ag Shakefpeare, Dryden, or Congreve; we muft 
vio\ 4 (SS Covey, original Drawing, exhibited © obferve, that the few who attempt any thing for 
qo). yA ath dé} to publick View lait Friday the Stage, are ( right, or wrong) doomed to the 
BACARRA fevennight. Idid intend to ¢ Fate of the Bulls in the Bear-Garden. In what 
have profecuted the Subject in my laft Paper, but Condition is a Poet, when ’tis refolved before- 
> was called from it by a Letter from a Correfpon-  ¢ hand, that the rrrst Night of the Play, fhall be 
dent, expofing the private Malice of the Fry at the * the laft of it? Perhaps three fourths of the Au- 
' Pegafus, againft a Gentleman to whom they were © dience entertain themfelves for the Evening, with 
ablolute Strangers. As I-am informed, they have ¢ a Mob-fcene of their own making, and the Au- 
promifed to retract two Affertions in that Letter, ¢ thor is in the Stateof what the Presbyterians call 
tending to hurt that Gentleman’s Character ; and a Reprobare, he is predeflinedto be Damned. 
that the fuppofed Author of it, has given Orders 
‘d tothe Printer, to declare he had no hand it, I thal TH 
3 oe. . ' pesca AT the Fad is thus, will be acknow- 
difmifs it, ar et Pee what Manner they {hall be-  ¢ ledged by all who frequent the Play-Houfes, ex- 
+ PCO URES Seon. * cept the very Men who make the Uproar, and 
LT es by a good many of them too: and tho’ Clapping 
Tue following Letter expofes with fo much might be fometimes a Match for Hifing alone at 
Truth, and duch {trong Argument, the Injuflice, as anew Play; and the candid Part of the Audience 
well as the unavoidable il Confequences ot tuch  « might fupport a juftifiable Scene upon a fair 
t. boifterous Proceedings, as no mew Play — now * Conteft; yet, when the Auxiliary Shouts, Cat- 
' pig io gg page te ig ray nei ‘adictoes ; a and Hors&-LAuGHS, enter the Field, one 
+ ! 2 © xc. — undred of thefe terrible Heroes, fhall eafily wi 
and’pointed Obfervations. © vail againft tour or five hundred modeft Perfons, 
* who wou'd willingly enjoy a rational Entertaih- 
ree on © ment in quict. 
yy 4 0 the ©RO . 
| © W uy the Fact is as above afferted, does not 
24 : 
: SIR, March 2. 1735-5. « depend on one {ingle Reafon ! There are fome who 
, S) iake ss =e : - © damn new Plays inthe wrong Place, in the Sin- 
a [c= readily give into the Opinion of thofe, ¢ Go. 77 ee igs Waals 
; “ii ‘RITY Of their Hearts: Such as having falfe 
; _ —— Se lle heigl * Conceptions, or victous Judgments of Charaéers 
: -  ' > pen s be. eH ; por mega Saibe , and Propricty, meafure every thing by their own 
: Br Guacus 1 - cas teal Miaiiadithe 8. side fallacious Standard. ’TYisimpotlible thefe Criticks 
i- , See ae ae ee A een ellent P; © fhould reform by any other Means, than by cor- 
1e Sort from oki Rome ; tho many exceHent Fieces ¢ yo gine their Tate. 
; * of their Poetry in other Kinds, have efcaped the ° 
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© On: of Mr. Dryden's Heroes, Cleamenes, pas 
© rifhes, becaufe he rejects the Advances of the Mi- 
_© ftrefs of a King, under whofe Protection he was 
© then 4 Refugee. Mt, “Dryden, fays a pett Fop, 
“ your Play is not to my Tafte, I fhould not have re- 


© fufed the Favours of a fine Lady. Very likely, {ays 
. Me Dryden; but 1 Piveds %, yor don't pT 
© to be a Hero. The Repartee was fo well liked, 
© that the Author has tran{mitted it to us in his Pre- 
* face or Dedication. 1 fhould be glad to fee a good 
© Reafon given, why the low Humour of Fobxz 
© Mopdy, in the Provok’d. Husband, has been ex- 

loded by thofe, who applaud Scrub in the Strata- 
gem ; Serjeant Kite, and his Bumkins, in the Re- 
¢ruiting Officer ; anid the Grave-diggers in Hamlet. 
“ It feems, a Mixture'of low Life on the Stage, how- 
‘ever well it may be executed, is too grofs for the 
* Délicacy of our prefent Race of Criticks: Take 
© a very late Inftance of their jw/t Difcernment of 
. P ropriety: 


“A Modern fine Gentleman in a Comedy, is in 
© love with a Lady, who paffes upon him for a 
© Chambermaid ; he would poffefs,her upon cheaper 
‘-Terms than Marriage, therefore he ‘attempts to 
© corrupt her with a Purfe of Gold: This Incident 
“ was attacked by the Dammers, as if it had been a 
* monftrous Abfurdity, tho’ it iss fully in Character 
“ as Cleomenes : Why do thefe Men endure Etherege 
© or Wycherly? How can they bear the Dorimants, 
© and the Horzers, who fill up whole Plays, without 
‘ being reformed ; whofe Gallantry, or (more pro- 
© “perly) Lewdnefs, furnifhes the whole Entertain- 
“ment of the Evening? Befides, ought not thefe 
© virtuous Judges to have waited the Event? to have 
© watched, whethet the Lady was frail, or whether 
© her Lovet was to become a Profelyte to the Caufe 
© of Virtue ? 
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* Bur there are other Judges, RARE FIRsT- 
© NicHT-MEN, who do not defire a Fault, to en- 
* tirle them to an Uproar: When the Noife is at 
© the Height, enquire of one of the loudeft, ’tis 
© great odds he is not able to give the leaft Account 
© of the Incident or Expreffion then under Cenfure. 
* Isthereany Wit in raifing, any rational Pleafure or 
€ Satisfaction in hearing, fuch a mix’d Din of difa- 
é greeable Sounds, upon the fingle Score of Ill- 
* nature ? | 


€ Ir isnot my Intention here, to enter into the 
© Defence of any particular new Play, which has 
© been attacked at the Time of the Performance : 
€ But I freely own, that at one of them, where [ 
© was prefent, the Cenfors were often {0 groundle/fly 
€ fevere, | thought mytfelf ix Fuftice called upon to 
© applaud Patfages, which I fhould otherwife have 
© taken no Notice of, and which were only written, 
© as neceflary to the Connection of the whole. Such 
© Paflages as [here mention, may have nothing re- 
© markably dcferving in them, and yet be fau/rle/s : 
© For, that Critick is ab/urd, as well as inexorable, 
© who infifts that every Sentence, or even every Cha- 
© radter ought to be brilliant. 


-_ 


© THE beft Scenein the Con/cious Lovers, (equalled 
yaa in all our Comedies) is, that where Spee 

riofity, extorts thoff Expoftulations from In- 
diax@, which injured Innocence, and a Struggle 
between the téndefeft Love, and nobleft Grati- 
tude, can be fuppofed to diftate: This makes the 
Difcovery, and never fails to melt every rational 
Spectator; and yet our poor Hyper-Critick, Mr. 
Dennis, wrote a Twelve-peuny Condemnation of this 
very Play, and complained of this very Scene, that 
the Poet had wrote a Comedy to make People wee 
And Mr. Dennis had his Admirers! 
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© Drypen’s firft Play was the Wild Gallant, one 
of the worft in our Language ; Shaké/peare wrote 
many that are intolerable; nobody has fet out with 
Congreve’s Vigour befides hinifelf. I would hot 
infinuate, that Audiences fhould encourage immo- 
val or ftupid Performances, even from ew Be- 
ginners ; but I may venture to fay, that until an 
Hyper-Critick on the firft Night is generally under- 
ftood to fignify a CoxcomB, or IGNORANT 
PRETENDER ; and that the boifterous young Men 
with great Cudgels, hold themfelves contented at 
Hockley in the Hole, or begin to be convinced, 
that a groundle/s Uproar of three Hours, fhews 
neither Wit nor common Senfe in the Promoters of 
it; I mean, until tolerable Plays are endured by 
thefe formidable Bodies of Péople, we muft not 
expect that any Man of Merit will make an At- 
tempt for the Stage; we muft live on the old 
© Stock, and through our Satiety of the Crambe Re- 
* petita, Meffieurs Fleetwood and Rich mutt diftort 
* their Imaginations, to contrive ridiculous Dreffes 
* arid Geftures, and extravagant Machinery, to 
: feaft our Eyes at the Expence of our Underitand- 
ings. 
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I am, Sir, 


Your Friend, tho unknown, 





JEQUUS. 


I made one of the Audience the Night the Play 
(hinted at in the above Lerter) was acted, arid 
having been a very minute Obferver of all that paft, 
fhall prefent my Readers with ah Extract of as 
many Paflages as I can pofhibly recolle&t, {pecifying 
{uch of them, as were diftinguifhed only by Hiffes, 
from thofe that awaken’d the Mufick of Cat-calling, 
Whiftling, {queaking Trumpets, Shouts and Horfe- 
laughs, and call upon the moft vociferous of thele 
Clamitants, to prove, critically, thefe Paflages 
were out of Character in the Mouths of the 
different Speakers, or not conducive tothe Action of 
the Play. : 


I will venture, beforehand, to affert, they will 
be fo very defective in proving, that their Noife 
had any Rea/fom init, that, from the Paffages them: 


felves, I will undertake to demonftrate, that it grew 
louder and louder, as "Dy for making any at § 


all grew /e/s and hfs. lg 


— 





Printed for T. Cooper, at the Globe in Pater-nofter Row : 
taken in. And "where the former Numbers may be had 


| Price Two-Pence.} 





Where Letters to the AUTHOR are | 





tw §3 4 hw KS Sj 


r. 
7 
J 
1T 
b 
N 


leg 





